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-ked by ritual use of water and admit 
„e;„„ . * ' — . — ^ community b : a non-Christian L 
using watenfor ntual punfSPIon c Christian Science t purificatioi?TW 
or submergence in Spirit 2 : an act, experience, or ordeal by which 
one is purified, sanctified, initiated, or named — bap*tis*mal \bap-*tiz- 
itoI, jsp Southern babA adj — bap*tis*maMy Vms-IeX adv 
baptismal name n (1869) : a name given at christening or confirma- 
tion 

baptism of fire ( 1 857) 1 : an introductory or initial experience that is 
a severe ordeal; specif : a soldier's first exposure to enemy fire 2 • a 

T? l ^l b / P w SI ? ft , a JB& of the Ho,y Spirit — often used >n allusion to 
Acts 2:3-4; Mt 3:1 1 (RSV) 

baptist \*bap-tist, esp Southern *bab-\ n (13c) 1 : one that baptizes 2 
Cap 1 * I 5 embcr or adherent of an evangelical Protestant denomination 
marked by congregational polity and baptism by immersion of believ- 
ers only — Baptist adj 

bap*tis*tery or bap tis-try Vbap-ta-stre, esp Southern 'babA n. pi -ter- 
les or -tries (14c) : a part of a church or formerly a separate building 
used for baptism 

K^i^ « to f *ap.tfec \bap-'ti2, •bap-,, esp Southern bab- or B bab-\ vb 
oap-tized also baptised; bap-tiz-ing also baptis ing [ME, fr. OF 
™Pttser, fr. LL baptizare, fr. Gk baptizein to dip, baptize, fr. baptein to 
dip, dye; akin to ON kvefja to quench) vt ( 1 3c) 1 : to administer bap- 
usm to 2 a : to punfy or cleanse spiritually esp. by a purging experi- 

? ™»?L? rdeaI b : ,N i T, * T . E 3 : to give a name to (as at baptism) 

^j-XMBlgIEN ~ v/ : to administ er baptism — hnp-ti-r^r w . . 

oar Vbar\ n, often attrib I ME barre, fr. MF] (12c) 1 a : a straight 
Piece Us of wood or metal) that is longer than it is wide and has any of 
various uses (as for a lever, support, barrier, or fastening) b : a solid 
piece or block of material that is usu. considerably longer than it is 
m£ti\i ~ ° f f° Id ^ <<* n *y ~> c : a usu. rigid piece (as of wood or 
'? nge !i L ha ? V s w,de that is used as a handle or support; esp : a 
nanarail used by ballet dancers to maintain balance while exercising 2 
a T 5 ln ? that obs , tructs 9 r Prevents passage, progress, or action: as 
tiknlH d . est ™ ctlon of an adtion or claim in law; also : a plea or obiec- 
imJwi; e ! fects su <* destruction b : an intangible or nonphysical 
alrJnT u nt c : . a su bmerged or partly submerged bank (as of sand) 
<"°ng a shore or in a river often obstructing navigation 3 a (1) • the 
railing in a courtroom that encloses the place about the judge where 
pn^ners are stationed or where the business of the court is transacted 
m civil cases (2) : court, tribunal (3) : a particular system of courts 
. an authority or tribunal that hands down judgment b (1) : the 
fh* f!L' u e En 8 ,is ]> In ? s of Court that formerly separated the seats of 
denK TS \Z T read f s Jrom the body of the hall occupied by the stu- 
tiS L Ju } : ■ w I* ole body of barristers or lawyers qualified to prac- 
la^" th 5 TOUrts 9 f Myjwri^c«o^ O): the profession of barrister or 
wyer 4 : a straight stripe, band, or line much longer than it is wide: 

metal ~° nc °l l ^ 0r more horizonta l stripes on a heraldic shield b : a 
ind kLtV ^broidered strip worn on a usu. military uniform esp. to 
whir* r ra ? k (as of a company officer) or service 5 a : a counter at 
: shop 52 * or ^ ^hoM.? beverages are served b : barroom c 
tial ml a : a vert,cal bne across the musical staff before the ini- 
cover^^ti 00 ^ 111 u b , : M . EA ™ KE 7 : a lace and embroidery joining 
tem in «S bu . tto ? hol e stitch for connecting various parts of the pat- . 
^gg^I^ ^lepoint lace and cutwork — hnh ind hnrr - g„ ., ; i 

pScZk b ^ ed ; »>ar.ring (Uc) i aTto fasten with a bar b : to 
: stripL ^ aCrOSS to P£ event ingress or egress 2 : to mark with bars 
3 a : to confine or shut in by or as if by bars b : to set aside 


bar-ba-ri-za-tion N.b'ar-ba-re-'z* 
barbarizing : the state of being I 

bar-ba-rize Vbar-b:>- t riz\ vb -ri 
banan or barbarous ~ vi : to b 

bar-ba-rous \ t bar-b(^-)r^s\ adj 
ignorant] (15c) 1 a : uncivil 
: Philistine 2 : characterized 
: mercilessly harsh or cruel sj> 
bar*ba*rous*ness n 

Bar-bary ape Vbar-b(3-)re-\ j 
monkey (Macaca sylvanus) of no 

Barbary Coast n (1880) : a dis 
ter pf gambling, prostitution, an 

Barbary sheep n (ca. 1898): ac 

barbe \*barb\ n [ME, fr. MF, lit. 

! bar-be-cue Ybar-bi-,kyu\ vt -c 
broil on a rack over hot coals < 
source of heat 2 : to cook in a 
be*cu*er n 

2 barbecue also bar*be*que n r 

porting meat over a fire, prob. h 
a steer) roasted whole or split c 
: : smaller pieces of barbecued m 
open air at which barbecued fo< 
place over which meat and fish a 

barbed \*barbd\ adj (1611) 1 
pointed and biting criticism or s* 

barbed wire VbarMdVwir, f bal 
with barbs or sharp points — cal 

'bar-bel \ B bar-b9l\ n [ME, fr. MI 
barbus barbel, fr. barba beard - 
freshwater .cyprinid fish (Barbus 

iaw; also : any of various closely 
►arbel n [obs. F, fr. MF, dim. b 
tactile process on the lips of cert* 
bar bell Vbar-,bel\ n (1887) : i 
attached to each end that is used 
'bar-ber X'bar-bsrX n [ME, fr. W 
barb] (14c) : one whose busines 
and trimming beards, and perfon 
2 barber vb bartered; bar*ber* 
the services of a barber for ~ vi 
bar*berTy \*bar-,ber-e\ n [MI 
barbaris] (14c) : any of a genus 
the barberry family) of shrubs u 
oblong red; berries 
'bar-ber-shop War-bsr-.shapX n 
^barbershop adj [fr. the old cu; 
quartets for impromptu singing 
style of unaccompanied group sir 
highly conventionalized close har 

\3\ abut V\ kitteh, F table \^r\ 1 
\au\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ 
\r)\ sing \6\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k, n , oe, oe 
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